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The origins of female 

entrepreneurship in Russia 

Pre-revolutionary Russia 

 entrepreneurial career was almost impossible 

 great economic dependence from the father or the husband 

 

Soviet period 

 women made the majority of the experts with the higher education 

 lower and middle official positions in the sphere of public administration 

 few female directors in light and food industry, services and commerce 

 discrimination in work payment 

 

1990s  

 women became more vulnerable to redundancy and to the shift into   

part-time employment 

 appeared an opportunity to take up entrepreneurship and do own 

business 
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Female entrepreneurship in 

modern Russia 

 

 legitimization of Russian business eased and facilitated women’s entry 

into top management 

 “female layer” in the management of the companies 

 individual work: shuttle trade and provision 

 organizations uniting women in business and women in top corporate 

management 

 starting point for men and women still is not similar  
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Men and women in the 

economic life of the country 

Economically active population in Russia 

Early entrepreneurial activity of men and women in Russia 
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Motivational scale of female 

entrepreneurship in Russia 
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The portrait of women 

entrepreneurs in Russia 
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Female style of leadership as the 

factor of successful development of 

female entrepreneurship 

Male style of management 

 
 strategic and innovative  

character 

 readiness to take a serious 

risk and personal 

responsibility 

 rigidity of implementation of 

the made decisions 

Female style of management 

 
 the ability to listen in attentively, 

motivate and support 

 smaller ambition and higher 

predictability 

 refusal from too risky strategies 

 skills to build up more careful 

relations with colleagues and 

partners 
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Development of female 

entrepreneurship in Russia: 

government support 

St. Petersburg: The program of SME’s Development  

Results of the Program 

 62,3% - share of women created small business (80% - 

individual entrepreneurs, 20% - small enterprises); 

 free consultancy: taxation, business planning, marketing; 

 services in staff recruitment; 

 training courses: basis of management, practical marketing, 
practical aspects of labor legislative etc. 

Federal state support: repayable financing & 
irrevocable government subsidies 

 for social programs, innovations, production, workmanship, culture, 

education; 

 for creation of new workplaces; 
 privileges for special categories of women. 
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Development of female 

entrepreneurship in Russia: 

social support 

Federal Associations supporting female 

entrepreneurship 

 

 Women-entrepreneurs of Russia 

 Women and Business in Russia 

Regional Associations supporting female 

entrepreneurship 

 

 The Female Business Center (Moscow) 

 Regional Fund of the Help of the Female 

Entrepreneurship (Yekaterinburg) 
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“Women are capable of everything, men – of all the rest” 

Henri de Regnie 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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