
 

 1 

 

Minutes 
of the National Conference 

on 05
th

  November 2013 in Minsk / Belarus 
 
 
 
Date: 05.11.2013  
 
Venue: Hotel MINSK, 11, Nezavisimosti ave., 220050 Minsk, Belarus  
 
Participants: The event was attended by over 60 participants. Almost all  
project partners were present.  
 
Persons representing higher education institutions, women's 
organizations, labour market, counselling companies as well as 

representatives of cultural institutions, local government and public 
organizations of the Republic of Belarus attended in the meeting. For 
example: Brest State Technical University, Brest Branch of the 
Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Gomel Branch of the 
Belarussian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
 
Presenter: Dr. Jürgen Hogeforster  
 

TOP 1: Agenda 
 
Agenda for the meeting: 
1. Registration 
2. Welcome words 
3. Opening presentations 
4. Panel discussion 
5. Memorandum presentation and signature  
 
 
TOP 2: Welcome 
 
The regional conference was taken within #73 BSR QUICK IGA Project. 
The conference was orgenised by the Minsk Branch of the Belarusian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The conference was titled 
“Innovative SMEs by Gender and Age – QUICK-IGA”. 
 
First Deputy Chairman Vyacheslav Reut opened the meeting at 9:00 AM. 
Director General of the Minsk Department of Belarusian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (BelCCI) Aliaksandr Aliakseevich Fedarchuk, 
welcomed the attendees. Kamila Keinke from the Hanse-Parlament 
reviewed the agenda and announced the guest speakers. See attached 
attendee list. 
 
 



 

 2 

 
TOP 3: Opening presentations 
 
The participants had the opportunity to see the presentations and 
discuses to following topics: 
 

1. “Innovative SMEs by Gender and Age”, Dr. Jürgen Hogeforster, 
Chairman Hanseatic Parliament   

2. “Development of economy and the education and labor markets in 
the countries and regions of the Baltic Sea Region”, Dr. Silvia 
Stiller, Hamburg Institute of International Economics (HWWI) 

3. “The analysis of gender development in Belarus – problems and 
prospects” Chetyrbock Natalia, Brest State Technical University 

 
 
TOP 4: Panel discussion 
 

The panel discussion was another point in the program. 
Representatives of Belarus, Germany, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Norway, Poland made a short presentations of theirs countries and took 
part in a discussion on the subject of: “Development and significance of 
women's entrepreneurship and employment of women and older people 
in small and medium enterprises in the Baltic Sea Region”. 
At the end, the panelists agreed that it is necessary to improve the 
situation of women and older people in the labor market. The system 
modification and implementation of policies that remove labor market 
distortions and create a level playing field for all will give women and 
older people the opportunity to develop their potential and to participate 
in economic life more visibly. 
  
TOP 5: Memorandum presentation and signature  
 
Another major highlight of the event  was signing ceremony of the 
Memorandum of Understanding.  
At the beginning of this part of the conference a presentation about the 
“Impotrance of Memorandum of Understanding on Promoting Innovative 
SMEs through Women’s Entrepreneurship, Increased Employment of 
Women and Elderly for Belarus” was made by Chairman of Hanse 
Parlament.   
Mr. Hogeforster informed that the siginficants of this agreement will 
pursue the following common co-operation objectives: 

 Supporting actions aimed at equality at work women and men 

 Promotion of the sustainable employment of women and the 
elderly  

 Engagement in the ongoing dialogue with all relevant stakeholder 
groups  

 Promoting wide access to information on gender- and age-
management  

 Commitment to the promotion of entrepreneurship in general and, 
in particular, of companies created by women 
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 Acknowledgment that education is the main key for fostering 
innovation, competitiveness and creation jobs  

 as long as it is possible support the  implementation of IGA results 
in Belarus 

 
The signatories of the memorandum were: 
- during the conference: 
 

 Minsk Department of the Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, Mr. Director General Aleksandr Fedarchuk,  

 Mogilev Branch of Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, Mr. Deputy Director General Nikolai Ermak 

 Brest State Technical University, Mrs. Head of the Department of 

Management, Economics and Finance Natalia Chetyrbok 

 The Belarusian Union of Women, Mrs. Chairman Irina Aleksanova 

 
- after the conference - representatives of organizations who could 
not attend the conference, but - having been informed in advance of its 
content – agreed to sign the agreement. 
 
By undersigning the “Memorandum of Understanding on Promoting 
Innovative SMEs through Women’s Entrepreneurship, Increased 
Employment of Women and Elderly for Belarus” the signatories agreed to 
support all forms of cooperation. All institutions and organizations actively 
involved in the social, economic and political life, interested in promoting 
employment opportunities for women and elder workers in the SMEs in 
Belarus are invited to sign this agreement.   
 
 
 
 
 
For the minutes: Kamila Keinke  
Hamburg, 28.12.2013 


